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Questions for Panel
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ÅWhat does authoritative data mean in context of federal geospatial 
data?

ÅWhy is authoritative data important?

ÅWhat is your/ federal role in authoritative data?

ÅLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾŜŘΧ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΚ

ÅWhat do you see as steps that could be taken to improve access to 
authoritative data?
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Lorna Schmid/FGDC & Jim Irvine/Ardent 
Authoritative Data: Search, Metadata, 

Data.gov and GeoPlatform

FGDC
Joel Schlagel- Moderator



Authoritative Data Sources?
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× Authoritative Data Defined
× Commercial Site Search
× Data.gov Search
× GeoPlatform.gov Search



Authoritative Data
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Authoritative Data Source ςAn information technology (IT) term used by system 
designers to identify a system process that assures the veracity of data sources. ... 
Authoritative Source ςAn entity that is authorized by a legal authority to develop 
or manage data for a specific business purpose.
Authoritative Data Sources - Predictive Services: 
ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛǾŜǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦƴƛŦŎΦƎƻǾ γ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ γ луψŀŘǎψŘŜƳȅǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ

Authoritative Data Source - A data source whose products have undergone 
producer data verification, validation and certification activities.
Health.mil: https://health.mil/Reference-Center/Glossary-Terms/2017/08/23/Authoritative-Data-Source

DoD 8320.2: Authoritative Source: A source of data or information that is 
recognized by members of a Community of Interest (COI) to be valid or trusted 
because it is considered to be highly reliable or accurate or is from an official 
publication or reference
5ŀǘŀ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ¦ǎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ 5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŀǇǇǎΦŘǘƛŎΦƳƛƭ γ dticγ fulltext

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/intelligence/08_ads_demystified.pdf
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The search for Authoritative Bridge Data
The Commercial Search Site 

Approach
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The Search for Bridge Data - Google
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Bridges Map of US Bridges



The Search for Bridge Data - FHWA
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Bridge Data

LAT and LONG
Authoritative data (as of 
4/22/19 and a map from 

Lat/long 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi.cfm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi/ascii.cfm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi/ascii2018.cfm

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi/disclaim.cfm?nbiYear=
2018/delimited&nbiState=CO18

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi/2018/deli
mited/CO18.txt

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi/disclaim.cfm?nbiYear=2018/delimited&nbiState=CO18


InfoBridgeAPI- The Most Current Bridge Data
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The most current up to date authoritative data and map 
available

https://infobridge.fhwa.dot.gov/Data/Map
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A Pause for the Law
OMB Circular A-16

And Geospatial Data Act
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OMB A-16 NGDA as Authoritative Data

11

NGDA Datasets 
ÅUsed by multiple agencies or with agency partners such as 

State, Tribal and local governments;
ÅApplied to achieve Presidential priorities as expressed by 

OMB;
ÅRequired to meet shared mission goals of multiple Federal 

agencies; or
ÅExpressly required by statutory mandate



Authoritative Data: GDA, Metadata, and GeoPlatform 
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Subtitle FτGeospatial Data 
SEC. 757. GEOSPATIAL DATA STANDARDS 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, shall be consistent with international 
standards and protocols

SEC. 758. GEOPLATFORM
(a) IN GENERAL.τThe Committee shall operate an electronic service to be 

known as the GeoPlatform GeoPlatform needs Data and Metadata

(b) IMPLEMENTATIONόмύΧ ¢ƘŜ DŜƻtƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ό!ύ ǎƘŀƭƭ --
(iii) include metadata for all geospatial data collected by covered agencies, 
directly or indirectly;
(iv) include download access to all open geospatial data directly or 
indirectly collected by covered agencies;

Data and Metadata



Authoritative Data: GDA, Metadata, and GeoPlatform 
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Subtitle FτGeospatial Data 
SEC. 759. COVERED AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES

(3) SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES.τ lead covered agencies shallτ
(E) as part of administering the National Geospatial Data Asset data 
themeτNGDA

(I) a performance report, at least annually, activities relating to and 
implementation of the National Geospatial Data Asset data theme 
(iii) publish maps or comparable graphics online
(iv) encourage individuals to provide access to such data through the 
GeoPlatform Needs Data and Metadata

(v) coordinate with the GeoPlatform GeoPlatformneeds Data and Metadata

(vi) identify and publish proven practices How I got my data on GeoPlatform!
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The search for Authoritative Bridge Data
The Federal Search Site 

Approach
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Data.gov Bridge Search

15

Data.gov Federal Bridge Data

2 - Broken links
1 - Page to a manual
redirect
No Data download
No web service

No Authoritative Data Source

Metadata =



Authoritative Data: BTS API

16

Authoritative Data Source


